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(3) When any member representing the public becomes
ajudge or is admitted to the practice of law in this State or
has a financial relationship with or receives compensation
from a judge or a person admitted to practice law in this
State; or

(4) When any member ceases to be a resident of the
State.

(f) Any vacancies on the Commission shall be filled for
the unexpired term by the Governor in the same manner as
for making of appointments to the Commission and sub-
ject to the same qualifications which were applicable to the
person causing the vacancy.

(g) A member of the Commission may not receive any
compensation for the member’s services as such but shall be
allowed any expenses necessarily incurred in the perfor-
mance of the member’s duties as such a member (amended
by Chapter 773, Acts of 1965, ratified Nov. 8, 1966; Chapter
789, Acts of 1969, ratified Nov. 3, 1970; Chapter 681, Acts
of 1977, ratified Nov. 7, 1978; Chapter 523, Acts of 1980,
ratified Nov. 4, 1980; Chapter 113, Acts of 1995, ratified
Nov. 5, 1996).

SEC. 4B. (a) (1) The Commission on Judicial Disabili-
ties has the power to:

(i) investigate complaints against any judge of the Court
of Appeals, any intermediate courts of appeal, the Circuit
Courts, the District Court of Maryland, or the Orphans’
Court; and

(i) conduct hearings concerning such complaints,
administer oaths and affirmations, issue process to compel
the attendance of witnesses and the production of evi-
dence, and require persons to testify and produce evidence
by granting them immunity from prosecution or from pen-
alty or forfeiture.

(2) The Commission has the power to issue a reprimand
and the power to recommend to the Court of Appeals the
removal, censure or other appropriate disciplining of a
judge or, in an appropriate case, retirement.

(3) All proceedings, testimony, and evidence before the
Commission shall be confidential and privileged, except as
provided by rule of the Court of Appeals; the record and
any proceeding filed with the Court of Appeals shall lose its
confidential character, except as ordered by the Court of
Appeals.

(4) No judge shall participate as a member of the Com-
mission in any proceedings involving that judge’s own con-
duct, and the Governor shall appoint another judge as a
substitute member of the Commission for those proceed-
ings.

(5) The Court of Appeals shall prescribe by rule the
means to implement and enforce the powers of the Com-
mission and the practice and procedure before the Com-
mission.

(b) (1) Upon any recommendation of the Commission,
the Court of Appeals, after a hearing and upon a finding of
misconduct while in office, or of persistent failure to per-
form the duties of the office, or of conduct prejudicial to
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the proper administration of justice, may remove the judge
from office or may censure or otherwise discipline the
judge, or the Court of Appeals, after hearing and upon a
finding of disability which is or is likely to become perma-
nent and which seriously interferes with the performance of
the judge’s duties, may retire the judge from office.

(2) A judge removed under this section, and the judge’s
surviving spouse, shall have the rights and privileges accru-
ing from the judge’s judicial service only to the extent pre-
scribed by the order of removal.

(3) A judge retired under this section shall have the
rights and privileges prescribed by law for other retired
judges.

(4) No judge of the Court of Appeals shall sit in judg-
ment in any hearing involving that judge’s own conduct.

(¢) This section is alternative to, and cumulative with, the
methods of retirement and removal provided in Sections 3
and 4 of this Article, and in Section 26 of Article III of this
Constitution (amended by Chapter 773, Acts of 1965, rati-
fied Nov. 8, 1966; Chapter 789, Acts of 1969, ratified Nov.
3, 1970; Chapter 886, Acts of 1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974;
Chapter 523, Acts of 1980, ratificd Nov. 4, 1980; Chapter
113, Acts of 1995, ratified Nov. 5, 1996).

SEC. 5. Upon every occurrence or recurrence of a va-
cancy through death, resignation, removal, disqualification
by reason of age or otherwise, or expiration of the term of
fifteen years of any judge of a circuit court, or creation of
the office of any such judge, or in any other way, the Gover-
nor shall appoint a person duly qualified to fill said office,
who shall hold the same until the election and qualification
of his successor. His successor shall be elected at the first bi-
ennial general election for Representatives in Congress af-
ter the expiration of the term of fifteen years (if the vacancy
occurred in that way) or the first such general election after
one year after the occurrence of the vacancy in any other
way than through expiration of such term. Except in case of
reappointment of a judge upon expiration of his term of fif-
teen years, no person shall be appointed who will become
disqualified by reason of age and thereby unable to con-
tinue to hold office until the prescribed time when his suc-
cessor would have been elected (amended by Chapter 417,
Acts of 1880, ratified Nov. 8, 1881; Chapter 772, Acts of
1943, ratified Nov. 7, 1944; Chapter 703, Acts of 1945, rati-
fied Nov. 5, 1946; Chapter 551, Acts of 1975, ratified Noy.
2, 1976; Chapter 523, Acts of 1980, ratified Nov. 4, 1980).

SEC. 5A. (a) A vacancy in the office of a judge of an ap-
pellate court, whether occasioned by the death, resigna-
tion, removal, retirement, disqualification by reason of age,
or rejection by the voters of an incumbent, the creation of
the office of a judge, or otherwise, shall be filled as provided
in this section.

(b) Upon the occurrence of a vacancy the Governor shall
appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a
person duly qualified to fill said office who shall hold the
same until the election for continuance in office as provided
in subsections (¢) and (d).

(¢) The continuance in office of a judge of the Court of
Appeals is subject to approval or rejection by the registered




